combination of very large numbers of bold and adventurous young people with footholds in urban life through their families, but without opportunities for mobility within the city or major organizational ties and commitments, plus some weakening of the ability of schools and neighborhoods to deal with disorders formed the major ingredients in this growing problem of youth crime.
In the years since 1974 a variety of steps have been taken that seem to have reduced these problems somewhat, although they are still a major concern for authorities. The sending down of youth was altered somewhat so that most urban youths were not required to settle so far from their native city, were given more economic subsidies while in the village, and were given increased hope of eventually being transferred back to an urban job. The program thus evolved increasingly into a rotation system, rather than an exile for life, and authorities hope that eventually it can be discontinued entirely (Bernstein 1977). In any case, these shorter and less distant rural sojourns were somewhat more palatable, and more urban youths were motivated to perform well in the countryside in hopes of being transferred back to the city sooner, or to a more desirable job. Changes have also taken place in the educational system, with tests, homework, failures, and other accoutrements of highly competitive academics back in style in a big way. Strict classroom discipline and respect for teachers are also mandated now, and stints working in factories or communes have been reduced to nominal periods. Beginning in 1977 it became possible fo* urban secondary school graduates to do well on a placement exam and be selected to go directly to the university, thus avoiding a rural labor stint after graduation entirely. And the picket corps and other informal policing agencies have been phased out increasingly while the police have begun major crackdowns on crime and have expanded their youth reformatories to handle more youths on a long-term basis (Butterfield 1979). Informants report that in the last few years urban social order has improved as a result of these changes but is still not back to what it was prior to 1966.n turning him over to the police for handling.
